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Ayrshire LEADER has been allocated an additional £1.67m of rural funding as part of the Scottish Rural Development Programme
(SRDP) reallocation of funds from Rural Priorities to LEADER for Community Facilities & Services (CSF) and Local Collaborative Devel-
opment Strategies (LDS). This takes the total Ayrshire LEADER funding from £3.38m to £4.55m.

Announcing the reallocation within the SRDP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs Richard Lochead said: “ Strengthening local decision-making will
empower local communities to make the most of the funds available”.

Ayrshire Local Action Group (LAG) Chair Chris Savage said of the allocation: “ This additional funding is fantastic news for Rural Ayrshire, since
February 2009 the LAG has funded 45 projects with a LEADER input of £968,000 and this additional funding will mean the LAG can consider a
wider breadth and scale of projects”.

Applications for projects that address the following, will now be considered for funding through LEADER:
Community Services and Facilities (SRDP measure 321)

The Scotland Rural Development Programme acknowledges the importance of rural community services and facilities in helping to sustain thriving
rural communities. The aim is to support the provision of, or improvements to, service and infrastructure provision to address particular
local needs and circumstances that would otherwise fall outside mainstream delivery. This includes rural community structures, sports
facilities and play parks and equipment. LEADER funding can be used to support both capital and revenue projects,

Local Collaborative Development Strategies (SRDP measure 341)

In supporting local development strategies, particularly at the village level, the aim is to promote the acquisition of skills and provide animation
activities at a local level.

All LEADER projects must be new and/or pilot in nature, able to demonstrate a need/demand within the community, should show an
element of originality or experimentation where possible, and complement other activities happening within the area.

For full details of this additional funding including objectives of the measures, scope & actions and types of support available, please
visit www. ayrshire-leader.com, alternatively contact Sarah Baird, Programme Coordinator on 01292 673 765.
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